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YOUNG ENGINEERS / FUTURE LEADERS (YE/FL)
VISION and MISSION

o YEFL is a motivated team of young engineers that work
voluntarily to make YEFL acknowledged and celebrated as the
global leader for the young voices of the Engineering
profession.

o The work of the YEFL is aimed at enabling a sustainable
ecosystem that provides support, resources and a platform for
young engineers in the WFEO community, highlighting the role
of young engineers worldwide in achieving the UN Sustainable
Development Goals.



Global 
Climate 
Strikes

September 2019: Over 7 million people in 185 countriesSeptember 2019: Over 7 million people in 185 countries



Role of Youth Community in UN Policy and Engineering

o YOUTH are a critical stakeholder in reaching SDG 13 targets

o Youth Engagement in the UN policies is vital to establish initiatives to

accelerate progress on SDG 13

o Young Engineers are essential in providing solutions to meet the targets

o Coordinated capacity between the community of young engineers and

UN Youth has yet to be fully deployed.

o AIMS for an engineering community where a diverse and inclusive

membership can work collaboratively towards innovative climate

mitigation strategies, engaging Women and Young Engineers in particular

to combat Climate Change.



Objectives

 To collect and record best 
practices and challenges 
faced by Young engineers 
from Africa, Americas, ME, 
Asia / Pacific, Europe in 
Climate Action.

 Investigate the gaps and 
define the Climate Action 
strategy for Young 
Engineers.

 Assist with the analysis of 
the technical, economic 
and environmental 
feasibility of sustainable 
development proposals, 
and the implementation 
of Best Practices to 
achieve SDG 13

Aim
YEFL set-up a 

working group on 
SDG 13 to

Establish the 
strategy, defining 

how Young 
Engineers can 

contribute to SDG 
13 and WFEO 

Declaration on 
Climate Emergency 

2019

Projected Results

The role of WFEO 
Young Engineers in 
SDG 13 is defined 
and deployed. 
WFEO YEFL 
Committee engage 
with Young 
Engineers 
representatives of all 
WFEO Members and 
collaborate with 
External 
Organizations, such 
as UN-MGCY, YAG, 
YoU-CAN,…

YOUNG ENGINEERS’ CONTRIBUTION TO SDG 13
WG on SDG 13



Insights Gained

 Insight 1

Work with other Youth Networks to provide a Unified Youth Voice

 Insight 2

Help Young Professionals and Youth make an Impact

 Insight 3

Partner with Specialists to bridge gaps



Insight 1
Work with other Youth Networks to provide a Unified Youth Voice

YEFL JOURNEY TO COP26

o Collaboration between Key Youth Organizations

o Formal endorsements from NGOs such as International Secretariat for Water/Le

Secrétariat international de l’eau (ISW) and Global Water Partnership (GWP)

o Shared widely with government delegations, media, NGOs, and the 2021 UNFCCC

Climate Champions.

o Collaboration with Young Professionals and Youth Networks to organize

intergenerational dialogues and events to amplify Youth Voices

o Although each network has its differences, working together enables amplified

voices. Partner and learn from the diverse strengths and experiences of other

networks/people.







Insight 2
Help other Youth & Young Professionals make an Impact

• There may be knowledge gaps which networks can help bridge.

• A major observation: the barrier many youth face is understanding the
structures, systems and processes around negotiations and policy-
making.

• Response: capacity-building/training sessions to help interested youth
make an impact in discussions with policy-makers (including at the
UNFCCC COPs).



Insight 2 
Help other youth & young professionals make an impact

Capacity Building Roadmap



Capacity Building Webinars



Insight 3
Partner with Specialists to bridge gaps 

• Specialists to provide guidance and build understanding in knowledge
gap areas.

• Our initial knowledge gaps were in the landscape of policy-making
and presenting policies to policy-makers.

o Hon. Charles Hendry
o COP26 & Beyond

• Policy advice, for example:
o World Green Building Council
o ISW
o United Nations Major Group for Children and Youth
o Vladislav Kaim, UN Secretary General’s Youth Advisor on Climate

Change

• Importance of pre-negotiation engagements with negotiating blocks



2022-2023 Strategic Plan Themes



COP27 Youth Side Event
Utilizing expertise of the youth to bridge the science-policy divide and 
improve access to finance

10 
November 

18:30-
20:00 

(EET) in 
room 
Osiris

The event is co-organized by the following 
organizations:

World Federation of Engineering Organizations 
(WFEO)

Young Engineers Future Leaders Committee 

International Federation of Consulting 
Engineers (FIDIC)

Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association (CPA)

Association of Commonwealth 
Universities (ACU)
•Moravian University
•International Water Association (IWA)

EVENT GOALS

The event will feature an intergenerational dialogue 
between lawmakers and young leaders to address the 

topic, and will provide case studies from across the 
world to showcase perspectives from developed and 

developing countries, SIDS and LDCs). 

The conversation will be solution-oriented and will be 
held in the context of bridging the science-policy 

divide and improving access to climate finance, with 
identification of barriers and opportunities. The event 

will also serve as a start for the conversation on a 
best-practice and widely applicable framework for 
youth engagement, which will be produced by the 
organizers and their partners during a pre-COP27 

consultation process.



HLPF 2021 SIDE EVENT



Collaboration with 
European Young Engineers (EYE) 

The webinar defined the barriers existing between
politics, industry, and academia in regards to the
promotion of water reuse in industry, to create a sound
cohesion between the technical and natural world. The
webinar promoted SDG 6 and Young Engineers.

Collaboration with 
FIDIC

The webinar aimed to educate and inspire young engineering
professionals from all over the world and make them aware on the
urgency of implementing measures that promote ethical behaviour in
their organizations, ethical theories to use in our ethical decision
making, and some tools to identify and resolve ethical conflicts.



7th Annual Multi-stakeholder Forum On Science Technology And Innovation For The 
Sustainable Development Goals - Virtual Side Event 

Preparing the Future Engineering Workforce to Achieve
the SDGs Through Multi-Stakeholder Engagement” at the
UN STI Forum on May 6, 2022

Organizations such as the ITU, WFEO YEFL, E4C, and academic
and industry partners, shared outcomes of programs that prepare
rising engineers to apply their skills for sustainable development.

Discussion of best practices, opportunities for growth, and barriers
that prevent young engineers from aligning their work with the
SDGs.

YEFL role in Climate Action and how it pertains to SDG 13 with
strategies to mitigate effects from climate change.

Outcomes of this side event included the identification of
opportunities for greater collaboration between stakeholders and
a written brief of lessons learned and areas for future growth.



The world’s engineers
united in rising to
the world’s challenges.
For a better, sustainable 
world.

The World Federation of Engineering Organizations
Fédération Mondiale des Organisations d’Ingénieurs
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